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Elementary 
 

1. Did you finally finish painting? – Better late than never. 
2. Be careful with this new friend of yours. HE promises a lot of good things but all that 

glitters is not gold. 
3. I know he says he loves me but actions speak louder than words and he never shows his 

love.                
4. It’s so good to be at home at last. There is no place like home. 
5. I think you should relax. All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. 
6. He takes after his father so much, but everyone knows that blood is thicker than water. 
7. Lock all the doors and check it twice. You know, better safe than sorry.           
8. You should cut down on smoking. – That’s easier said than done. 
9. I failed the exam, but it’s no problem as every cloud has a silver lining, and it’s good that I 

can still meet my teacher because I like her very much. 
10. If you tell too many details about something, the students might not see the wood for the 

trees and they do not get the point. 
 
 
Intermediate 
 

1. I killed two birds with one stone. I took Mary to the station, and on the way to the station I 
posted the letters. 

2. It’s no use crying over spilt milk. You failed the exam, but it’s not the end of the world. You 
had better start preparing for the exam again. 

3. He’s not an honest businessman. His main principle is that the end justifies the means so 
he is never sorry to fire or let down anyone or tell a lie. 

4. Don’t tell me details about the bachelor party. What the eye doesn’t see, the heart doesn’t 
grieve over. 

5. He also must be to blame in this case. You know, there is no smoke without a fire. His 
employees can’t simply  have made up everything. 

6. She proved to be a very pleasant person, which really surprised me, but still waters run 
deep, don’t they? 

7. I wonder what this new service can be like. Let’s subscribe to it. The proof of the pudding 
is in the eating. We’ll see. 

8. Come on, go after her. I’m sure she will say yes. Strike while the iron is hot. You have 
almost persuaded her. Just a little more talking, and she will agree to do it. 

9. Shall I tell you what I will do with the money I get? – I think you should not count your 
chickens until they are hatched.  

10. I don’t like him. I tried to help, but I gave him an inch, and he would have taken a mile. I 
hate such people.             

11. Nothing ventured, nothing gained. I think you should quit your present job, and apply for 
the other one. If you succeed, you will be a managing director. I think it1s worth taking the 
risk. 

 
 
Advanced 
 

1. Be careful with this relationship. You don’t know him well enough to be able to say that 
you are in love with him. You know, absence makes the heart grow fonder. 

2. I feel so sorry for this poor boy. I showed him the right way, but I think it was in vain. He is 
hanging around with his old friends again. – Well, you can take a horse to water, but you 
can’t make it drink.           

3. Don’t always decide so abruptly. Look before you leap.                    
4. Don’t try to hurry things. Good work needs time. Rome wasn’t built in a day, either.     
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5. You didn’t manage to make friends with that girl? Don’t worry. There are plenty of other 
fish in the sea. 

6. You don’t want to take this meal? I think beggars can’t be choosers.                                  
7. Don’t try to make him talk about the case. Let sleeping dogs lie.             
8. In the world of business he who hesitates is lost. You must be able to meet decisions 

quickly even in difficult cases.                     
9. You don’t understand what he likes about his partner? There’s no accounting for taste. 
10. You say you can’t finish school? I think where there’s a will, there’s a way.                                      
11. Don’t worry about the broken window. Accidents will happen. 

 
 
 
 


